
April 6, 2021 

Public Utility Commission of Texas 

1701 N. Congress Ave. 
Austin, Texas  78711 

Re: PUC Project No. 51878, Reports of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas for 
Calendar Year 2021 

Preliminary Report on Causes of Generator Outages and Derates For Operating 
Days February 14 19, 2021 Extreme Cold Weather Event

Dear Chairman 

Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. (ERCOT) submits the attached preliminary 
report on the causes of generator outages and derates during the February 14-19, 2021 extreme 
cold weather event.  The report provides information on the causes of the outages and derates 
throughout the weather event 
Scheduling Entities (QSEs) in response to ERCOT  first requests for information (RFIs). The 
QSEs representing generators attributed their outages and derates to several different causes, and 
this aggregated presentation provides a view of why the generators believe their units experienced 
outages or derates. ERCOT plans to concurrently provide the attached preliminary report to 
members of the Texas Legislature, and to post it on the ERCOT website, at the February 2021 
Extreme Weather Event webpage. 

ERCOT has submitted additional RFIs to QSEs to gather outage cause information for 
Operating Days February 10  13, 2021. When that additional information is available, ERCOT 
will supplement the attached information, further summarizing the stated causes of the outages 
and derates.  The final event analysis report for the February 2021 extreme cold weather event will 
provide an even more comprehensive set of information on generator outages and their causes.  
ERCOT continues to compile the data needed to complete the final analysis, and ERCOT 
anticipates completing the event analysis report by no later than end of August 2021.  In the 
meantime, however, ERCOT believes the preliminary data available from the first round of RFIs 
answered by power generator representatives is responsive to questions regarding the causes of the 
February generator outages and derates. 

After ERCOT has received data for the entire period (February 10  19, 2021), ERCOT 
will ask QSEs to waive confidentiality of the specific reported causes of generator outages.  This 
underlying data for the February 14  19 period forms the foundation for the aggregated report 
submitted today.  At this time, ERCOT is not able to disclose the QSE-specific answers to the 
RFIs, which were answered as confidential requests.  Additionally, in many cases, the information 
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about generator-specific outage causes were designated by QSEs as Resource-specific design or 
1

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about this preliminary report 
or require additional information.

     Respectfully,

/s/ Woody Rickerson   

 Woody Rickerson 
 Vice President, Grid Planning and Operations 

woody.rickerson@ercot.com
 512-248-6501 

                                           
1 See

-specific costs, design and engineering data, including such data submitted in connection with a 

time.  This information and category of Protected Information is different than the information addressed in the 
Commiss
Section 1.3.1.1(1)(c). 
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